
Inspection of Sheering Village 
Preschool CIC
Sheering Village Hall, The Street, Bishop's Stortford, Essex CM22 7LX

Inspection date: 18 January 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy at the pre-school, keen to start their day. They readily leave 
their parents and quickly settle into their play, demonstrating that they feel safe 
and secure in the environment. Children's well-being is promoted well. Staff provide 
children with plenty of praise and encouragement throughout the day, which helps 
to promote their confidence and self-esteem.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and are positive role models. 
They introduce the pre-school's rules and routines at the beginning of the day. This 
helps children to understand what is expected of them. Staff encourage good 
behaviour by using positive strategies such as celebrating children's achievements. 
For example, children beam with pride as staff celebrate and reward them for using 
good manners and being helpful. As a result, children behave well and demonstrate 
positive attitudes to learning.

Staff know all children well. They know their unique personalities, including what 
they like and dislike. This helps them to understand children's starting points in 
their learning. Staff build strong bonds with the children. Children enjoy the 
company of staff and their friends. For example, they take delight in staff joining in 
with their role play and giggle as they use their imaginations to act out different 
characters in a family.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the manager has refined the planning of her curriculum 
to ensure that staff have a clear understanding of what children are learning. 
This has had a positive impact on children's progress. Staff provide a range of 
activities and experiences based on children's interests, which supports their 
learning and progress. However, on occasion, some staff do not differentiate 
group times or activities well enough to meet all children's abilities and 
developmental needs. At times, younger children become disengaged during 
group activities, and there is not enough challenge for the most able children to 
further extend their learning.

n Children are learning how to keep themselves safe. Staff help children to 
become more spatially aware and learn about directional awareness as they ride 
their tricycles around a track. They help children consider the possible impact of 
riding in the wrong direction. Children learn to follow good hygiene practices. 
Staff teach children the importance of washing their hands before having snacks. 
This contributes to their knowledge of how good hygiene routines help to keep 
them healthy.

n Interactions between staff and children are warm and affectionate. Children are 
eager to share their experiences with staff. They engage children in 
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conversations during activities. Staff make good use of stories and sing songs to 
support children's growing vocabulary. However, on occasion, staff ask children 
questions but do not consistently give younger children time to think and 
respond. This means that children do not always have sufficient time to share 
their thoughts.

n Children benefit from walks to the local parks and fields. Staff use these 
opportunities to help children learn about nature. For example, during a walk, 
they discuss the changes in the seasons. Staff explain to children why some 
trees still have leaves and why others do not. This helps to ignite children's 
curiosity and supports them to appreciate the wonders of nature. Children 
eagerly spot a red kite circling overhead. They demonstrate a growing 
vocabulary as they explain to staff that it looks like a 'pterodactyl'. 

n Staff provide children with a range of mark-making opportunities. For example, 
children spend extended amounts of time drawing detailed pictures. Other 
children use paintbrushes to copy patterns and marks in winter-themed trays. 

n Partnerships with parents are extremely positive. Parents explain that their 
children have made good progress since starting at the pre-school. They value 
the support and feedback they receive, both verbally and via the online platform. 
The manager ensures that there is a wealth of support and guidance that she 
can offer parents. She has created a lending library for parents to take books 
home and share with their children. Parents comment that their children 
particularly enjoy this. This has a positive impact on outcomes for children and 
helps them to develop a love of reading.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the methods used by staff to differentiate activities, to help children 
remain engaged and to provide stretch and challenge to the most able children 

n strengthen staff practice to provide more time for children to think and respond 
to questions, helping them to share their thoughts and ideas to support their 
critical thinking skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY423302

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10315269

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Sheering Village Pre-School CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907381

Telephone number 01279 734306

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2023

Information about this early years setting

Sheering Village Preschool CIC registered in 2016. The pre-school employs six 
members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 and two at level 2. The pre-school opens from Monday to 
Friday, during school term time. Sessions are from 8.30am to 2.30pm. The pre-
school receives funding to provide free early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shelly McDougall
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Sheering Village Preschool CIC
18 January 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

